
 
Minutes / Cofnodion 

Cross Party Autism Group / Grŵp Trawsbleidiol Awtistiaeth 
December 5 Rhagfyr 2018  

National Assembly for Wales / Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru 
  

1 WELCOME / CROESO 
Group Chair, Mark Isherwood AM, welcomed everyone to the meeting, which was also 
attended by David Rees AM and staff representing Mike Hedges AM.  
 
2 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING / COFNODION A 
MATERION YN CODI 
The minutes were agreed to be an accurate account of the previous meeting. Chair, Mark 
Isherwood AM, provided a brief update on the Autism (Wales) Bill, on which a number of 
Assembly Committees will report by 7th December. Mark added that there will be a debate in 
the Senedd on January 16th 2019 on whether the Bill should carry on to the next stage of 
scrutiny and called on people who want the Bill to go forward to contact their own five AMs 
and urge them to vote for this, explaining why it is important to their constituents. 
Mark also informed the group that the Welsh Government has launched a consultation on a 
new Code of Practice on the Delivery of Autism Services which closes on March 1st 2019.  
 
3 THIRD-SECTOR SPECIALISED AUTISM PROVISION THROUGH AUTISM SPECTRUM 
CONNECTIONS CYMRU / DARPARIAETH AWTISTIAETH ARBENNIGOL Y TRYDYDD 
SECTOR GAN AUTISM SPECTRUM CONNECTIONS CYMRU.  
Aled Thomas discussed the provision of services for autistic adults at the One Stop Shop in 
Cardiff. This service has provided support with benefits, employment as well a range of other 
specialised services for autistic people. Aled raised concerns that, due to a lack of funding, 
services are being reduced at the One Stop Shop. He also suggested that despite the 
development of the local integrated autism services, which provides some much needed 
support, the loss of services provided by the One Stop Shop could be detrimental to those 
such as himself who have significantly benefited from them. Aled discussed his ongoing 
campaign to help maintain the One Stop Shop provision, including submitting a petition to 
the National Assembly Petitions Committee. It was agreed to write to Autism Spectrum 
Connection Cymru, who run this service, for an update on the issues raised.  
 
4 UPDATE FROM THE AUTISM DIRECTORY / DIWEDDARIAD GAN THE AUTISM 
DIRECTORY 
Gareth Tarrant and Lisa Morgan discussed the work currently undertaken by the Autism 
Directory, which includes a helpline service, employment and benefits advice and support, 
and training. These services are self-funded. They employ a team which is made up of 60% 
autistic staff, and these staff take a strategic lead in planning and informing the charity’s 
work.  
 

 



5 THREATS & BARRIERS TO THE AUTISTIC COMMUNITY / Y RHWYSTRAU A’R 
BYGYTHIADAU SY’N WYNEBU’R GYMDEITHAS AWTISTIAETH  
Sara Jane Harvey (Agony Autie) is an autistic vlogger and advocate. Her platforms reached 
8 million people last month and she uses these channels to discuss her experiences as well 
as a wide range of issues, particularly those that have a significant impact on the lives of 
autistic people. Discussing the particular issue of threats and barriers to the autistic 
community, Sara spoke from her own experiences of co-occurring conditions, stigma and 
applying for PIP. Sara said that many autistic people are written off because of perceptions 
around their behaviour and the instinct of others to teach compliance rather than to 
understand what is being communicated. Sara believes that a revolution in attitudes is 
needed to ensure that autistic experiences are better understood.  

 
 
6 ANY OTHER BUSINESS / UNRHYW FATER ARALL 
Correspondence from Sarah Newton MP, Minister of State for Disabled People, Health and 
Work, confirmed that Community Partner roles within the Department for Work and 
Pensions, providing employment and benefit related support to autistic people, will cease in 
April 2019. The group had initially written to the UK Government to support the continuation 
of these roles and following a further update from Rhian Lloyd-Protheroe on the positive 
outcomes these roles continue to have, it was agreed that the group would write again to the 
Minister to outline our disappointment at this decision and request a meeting to discuss this 
issue further.    
 
An attendee raised a particular concern around her daughter struggling to access education 
since moving to Cardiff and a further issue was raised around the loss of motability vehicles 
in the Caerphilly area, particularly disadvantaging those who are accessing provision which 
requires them to travel to a particular service. It was suggested that these concerns be 
initially raised with local Councillors and Assembly Members to try to find solutions in the first 
instance. A further question was asked about the impact the Brexit may have on third sector 
funding and if sufficient work had been undertaken to plan for different outcomes. Mark 
Isherwood AM noted significant work undertaken UK wide but, in particular, the work done 
by the Assembly’s External Affairs and Legislation Committee.  
 
 
7 ACTIONS / CAMAU GWEITHREDU 
Write to ASC Cymru to ask for information on their current capacity to provide much-valued 
support through the One Stop Shop service.  
Write to Sarah Newton MP to express disappointment at the decision to cease the 
Community Partner roles and request a meeting to discuss issue further.  
 
The next meeting of the Cross Party Autism Group is to be held in Cardiff in March 2019.  
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